OF THE BIBLE

LYDIA

Growth Group Opener:

Have you ever felt led by God to do something, but when you obeyed,
found the circumstances, or the results, were not at all what you
imagined?

Read: Acts 16: 6-15; 16:40; Philippians 1: 1-6; 4: 14-20
(If you have time and inclination, read the entire book of Philippians (4 chapters) to read
about what became of the brand new church Paul planted with Lydia.

What struck you about Lydia's story, both from the text and this week's sermon?

What is interesting about who Paul was looking for vs. who he found when he
arrived in Macedonia/Philippi?

What is noteworthy about how Paul reacts to this seeming inconsistency?

How did Paul use what he was given in order to further the kingdom?
How did Lydia?
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Is there anything you see in the way Lydia lived that you want to emulate? Is there anything you see in the way Lydia lived that you want to emulate?

What can we learn about God from this passage? What can we learn about God from this passage?

How are you using what God has given you, specifically, to further His kingdom? How are you using what God has given you, specifically, to further His kingdom?
What good work has the Lord started in you that you want Him to carry on to What good work has the Lord started in you that you want Him to carry on to
completion? completion?

Is there anything you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to look at more closely? Is there anything you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to look at more closely?
Prayer: Prayer:

Father, thank you for including Lydia and her story in your word. Thank you for the Father, thank you for including Lydia and her story in your word. Thank you for the
example she sets for us of diligence, leadership, faithfulness and generosity. example she sets for us of diligence, leadership, faithfulness and generosity.

We pray the same prayer that Paul prayed for the Philippian church, that you would We pray the same prayer that Paul prayed for the Philippian church, that you would
carry on the good work you started in each of us through to its completion, to our carry on the good work you started in each of us through to its completion, to our
maturity, and to our sanctification so that we look more and more like Jesus. maturity, and to our sanctification so that we look more and more like Jesus.

In the name of Jesus, amen. In the name of Jesus, amen.



