
 

Growth Group Opener:  
When you think about forgiveness, what is the most challenging aspect 
for you: seeking forgiveness from God, accepting God’s forgiveness, 
extending forgiveness to others, or forgiving yourself? If you feel 
comfortable, share why. 

Read: Leviticus 16: 1-34; Romans 3: 21-31 
 
Write out the dictionary definition of atonement.  

How do you see echoes of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross in the passage in Leviticus?  
What is similar? 
What is different? 

If a wrong has been committed between two people, whose responsibility is it to 
atone for the wrongdoing? How does this make Christ’s sacrifice so different?  

How do God’s justice and His grace intersect in these passages?  

What other aspects of God’s character do we see on display? 
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How should v23 reframe how we see people that are doing wrong around us, 
regardless of what it is?  

How should it shape our response to others, if we have received the gift of 
atonement, and are grounded in the way God has responded to us?  

How does the atonement that Jesus accomplished exclude a believer from the 
possibility of boasting?  

What can we learn about God from this passage?  

Is there anything you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to look at more closely? 

Prayer: 
Father, thank you for your grace and your love. Thank you for taking the burden of 
our sin onto yourself to save us and draw us closer to you. Thank you for paying the 
price that we could never have afforded on our own. May we extend that same 
grace and kindness to those around as we walk with you each day.  
In the name of Jesus, amen. 
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