Growth Group Opener:

Has there ever been a time when you thought something or someone was
a certain thing or a certain way, but it/they ended up being completely
different than you imagined or anticipated?

Jesus constantly surprised the people of His day, behaving in ways they
didn't expect. The triumphal entry is another example of this. The
people were looking for a conquering king, yet Jesus rode into
Jerusalem peacefully on a young colt. Let's look at how Jesus calls us to
live in our own day, following the example He set.

Read: Luke 19:28-44; Philippians 2:1-11
How does Paul describe Jesus' attitude toward His own death in Philippians 2?

How do we see that attitude demonstrated in Jesus' behavior in Luke 19, as he was
entering into a city full of people who wanted to kill him?

How did he enter Jerusalem? Did he come in quietly to avoid detection by those
plotting against him?
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How do we see Christ's humility in His obedience, especially His obedience to
death?

How should the humility of Jesus shape our own behavior?

How should the humility of Jesus shape our relationships with others?

Dig deeper:
Is there something God is calling you to that you need to respond to in obedience?

Is there a relationship in your life in which you need to display the humility of
Christ?

What are the barriers to your obedience in those situations: fear, selfishness, pride,
perhaps something else?

How can Jesus' example give you the courage to obey what God is asking of you?
Ask your growth group to pray for you in that process.

Prayer:

Father, thank you for sending Jesus to earth as a perfect example of obedience and
humility. Help us to follow Him in that example, doing less and less out of
selfishness, and more out of love for others. Shape our hearts to be more like His,
and train our eyes to see people like He sees them. In the name of Jesus, amen.
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